Meeting Minutes
MoPac Neighborhood Associations Coalition (MoNAC)
October 21, 2009
Harris Bell Hall, Westminster Manor, 4100 Jackson Ave.

President Emeritus Frances Allen called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m., acting for President Kay Newell, who was ill and unable to attend.
MoPac expansion update


Frances Allen recognized representatives of the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority (CTRMA), the City of Austin, and Capital Metro for an update on plans for the addition of a managed lane and sound barriers on MoPac (Loop 1).  Carlos Lopez, the new TxDOT Austin District Engineer, introduced himself and stressed the need for a partnership with other entities in order for the project to proceed. 

The principal speakers were Patrick Owens and John Kelly of AECOM (formerly DMJM Harris), the consulting firm for the project. They reported the findings of a traffic modeling study showing that a north and south bound managed lane between Parmer Lane and Lady Bird Lake could yield noticeable travel-time savings for all vehicles. By 2030, during the southbound a.m. peak hour, travel time in general purpose lanes could be reduced by 50 percent and users of the potential managed lane could see a 63 percent travel-time savings compared to a “no-build” scenario.  Additionally, northbound in the p.m. peak hour, travel time in general purpose lanes could be reduced by 5 percent and users of the potential managed lane could see a 50 percent travel-time savings compared to a “no-build” scenario.

John Kelly said that the environmental study for the project will consider the impact of a tolled managed lane, a non-tolled managed lane, and the no-build option. He projected a total cost for the entire managed lane project, including sound walls, at $150 million, with $120 million financed with toll-backed bonds, requiring the remainder to be financed with other funds.  
Neighborhood reports

Frances Allen recognized neighborhood representatives for annual updates on their neighborhoods.  


Allandale has settled its lawsuit over the Wal-Mart project on Anderson Lane. The neighborhood placed second in the COA Habitat contest and won 50 trees for Northwest Park. It noted that the Zoning and Platting Commission is considering city enforcement of deed restrictions.


The West Austin Neighborhood Group (WANG) has been engaged in the neighborhood planning process and is focusing on plans by the University of Texas for the Brackenridge Tract. 

Bryker Woods and Pemberton Heights submitted a traffic calming plan to neighborhood residents, but it failed to receive the 60 percent approval required for implementation. Bryker Woods also is monitoring development along W. 35th St. and is seeking more timely city notice to neighborhoods of new project permits.


Oakmont Heights is monitoring completion of the Post West Austin Apartments on Bull Creek Rd. Legislation was introduced in the 2009 regular session of the Legislature to authorize the State Cemetery Committee to sell the open state land between Bull Creek Rd. and Shoal Creek (the so-called “dog park”) to the private sector, but neighborhood opposition caused the bill to be withdrawn. Area neighborhoods are meeting with the State Cemetery Committee on future plans for the property.

Highland Park/West Balcones in working with the city on traffic calming on Perry Lane. The association has hired a constable for traffic and safety patrols and has installed toddler swings in Perry Park. 

The Northwest Austin Civic Association is engaged in a traffic awareness project (TAP) in lieu of traffic calming, including use of neighborhood radar to identify speeders and send them a warning. It also is concerned about zoning variances for “flag lots” that allow houses to be built behind houses on the same lot. 


Ridgelea is concerned about a proposed significant addition to the Jefferson Medical Building at 1600 W. 38th St. that would add a rehabilitation hospital. The neighborhood was successful in blocking a zoning variance for the project, which has since been significantly scaled back, but still presents potential parking and traffic problems. The city drainage project in the neighborhood is expected in 2012.  The neighborhood has planted trees on the Shoal Creek greenbelt and is considering a “rock hop” to allow pedestrian access to the opposite side of the creek. 

MoNAC business


Frances Allen asked for approval of the minutes of the October 21, 2008, meeting. Tom Whatley, seconded by Joyce Basciano, moved to approve the minutes. The motion was adopted without objection.


Frances Allen moved that the current MoNAC officers be reelected to serve another year: Kay Newell, President; Arten Avakian, First Vice President; Joyce Basciano, Second Vice President; Tom Whatley, Secretary; and Frances Allen, President Emeritus. The motion was adopted without objection. Frances asked for neighborhood input on continuing the past year’s practice of calling MoNAC meetings as needed during the year but otherwise maintaining the current schedule of annual meetings in October.  No one objected to continuing the current meeting schedule.


There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
