From a  Rundberg Neighbor: “These judges are letting the prostitutes and drug dealers busted in ourneighborhood get off scot-free. They just don't think that drugs and prostitution are serious crimes. I guess that is because they don't have either one openly doing business in their neighborhoods.

It is high time to do something about that. Please take the time to write each
one of these judges a letter. The mailing address for ALL of them is:

P.O. Box 1748
Austin, TX 78767

I was not able to find e-mail addresses (yet). What should your letter say? I
will send around an example. Please do NOT copy my letter! Write your own, and
put the thoughts in your own voice.

In short:
1) Prostitution on any residential street should be treated as a legal
emergency and should result in very severe and strict action from the most
important legal authorities involved: THE JUDGES
2) Drugs in a neighborhood are really bad, too, and dealers need to be
treated more harshly by judges
3) Ask the judges to stop letting these people off and start jailing them,
fining them, issuing stay-away orders, in short, start throwing the book at
them, immediately!

Be NICE, be polite, be definite, be firm, do not threaten, do not whine. State
your point as briefly as possible. Keep copies of all letters, and bring them
with you to NCGANA meetings. We'll share them with the press, and with
political people, like our city council persons and the Republican and
Democratic parties of Travis County.

P.S. - I've included phone numbers. Wait a week after you mail your letter,
then back it up with a phone call. Prepare what you are going to say in advance.
Ask to actually speak to the judge. When the judges call you back, be extremely
polite, brief, and to the point - we need them to put our bad guys in jail and
make their lives as miserable and expensive as possible.

P.S.S. - We almost certainly will need to do this again. Maybe several times. 
Persistence will eventually pay off. Save copies of your letters so you will
remember what you said!”

Here they are:

147th Criminal District Court
The Honorable Wilford Flowers

Phone: (512) 854-9311
Fax: (512) 854-6495
------------------------------------------
167th Criminal District Court
The Honorable Mike Lynch

Phone: (512) 854-9310
Fax: (512) 854-6425
------------------------------------------
299th Criminal District Court
The Honorable Charlie Baird

Phone: (512) 854-9442
Fax: (512) 854-6494
------------------------------------------
331st Criminal District Court
The Honorable Bob Perkins

Phone: (512) 854-9443
Fax: (512) 854-9140
------------------------------------------
390th Criminal District Court
The Honorable Julie Kocurek

Phone: (512) 854-4885
Fax: (512) 854-4680
------------------------------------------
403rd Criminal District Court
The Honorable Brenda Kennedy

Phone: (512) 854-9808
Fax: (512) 854-4683
------------------------------------------
427th Criminal District Court
The Honorable Jim Coronado

Phone: (512) 854-3663
Fax: (512) 854-2227
------------------------------------------
County Court at Law #3
The Honorable David Crain

Phone: (512) 854-9243
Fax: (512) 854-4682
------------------------------------------
County Court at Law #4
The Honorable Mike Denton

Phone: (512) 854-9896
Fax: (512) 854-4887
------------------------------------------
County Court at Law #5
The Honorable Nancy Hohengarten

Phone: (512) 854-9676
Fax: (512) 854-4685
------------------------------------------
County Court at Law #6
The Honorable Jan Breland

Phone: (512) 854-9677
Fax: (512) 854-4684
-----------------------------------------
County Court at Law #7
The Honorable Elisabeth A. Earle

Phone: (512) 854-9679
Fax: (512) 854-3793
-----------------------------------------
County Court at Law #8
The Honorable Carlos H. Barrera

Phone: (512) 854-7180
Fax: (512) 854-7181

The Honorable ______________

______ District Court

Blackwell-Thurman Criminal Justice Center
509 West 11th 
Austin, Texas 78767




March 19, 2008
RE: Addressing Repeat Offenders in NorthCreek/Georgian Acres Neighborhood
Dear Judge _____:
First, I would like to thank you for your service to our county and citizens. We residents are grateful for your contributions toward making Austin a great place to live, work, and raise our children.

Austin Police Department (APD) records prove that my neighborhood has been a chronic high-crime area in Austin for more than a decade.  We who live here are working hard, together with city officials, to completely turn that around, and we need your help.  
In January 2008 representatives of the North Austin Coalition of Neighborhoods (NACN) met with city officials and obtained commitments from APD Chief Acevedo, APD Chief of Staff Carter, APD Chief Sam Holt, Assistant City Manager Mike McDonald, Council Member Jennifer Kim, ADA Claire Dawson-Brown, and ADA John Hunt to take specific actions to help us rid our neighborhood of crime and those who help perpetrate it.

 
We need you with us. Due to many factors beyond all of our control, such as overcrowded jails and illegal drug use driving crime, we find APD arresting offenders here, who then return here to associate with their criminal contacts, who then repeat their crimes against us here, who then get arrested here again, over and over-for decades now.  It is in the power of criminal judges such as yourself, and in your power only, to impact this cycle and help us truly change the Rundberg area neighborhoods.
This letter is my earnest plea to you to apply every force of the law at your disposal to include strict stay away orders, with maximum penalties for violation, in every offender’s sentence for personal and property crimes committed between Anderson Lane and Braker Lane, and North Lamar and I-35.  Please add these orders to the court’s requirements for any plea agreement (including in the rocket docket), probation, treatment/community sentencing, and as conditions of parole.  The thousands of citizens represented by the NACN and our neighborhood association have every expectation that the District Attorney’s Office will support you in your efforts on this.  
You personally can make a huge difference this way in the quality of life of every resident here in this neighborhood. 
Respectfully,
name
address
Austin, TX 
