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Home Chemical Safety
Background
Next to commercial and industrial settings, no other place contains a greater concentration of potentially harmful chemicals than do our own homes.  For families with small children, the possibility of having a chemical mishap is high if care and planning are not taken.  The following tips will assist you in knowing how to better understand and control the hazards of chemicals in the home.
Guidelines


KNOWLEDGE
The Hazard Communication Standard was developed to ensure that companies like ours inform all employees of the hazardous substances they may be required to work with.  One of the primary documents to help facilitate this objective is the Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDSs).  Since many of the most common chemicals we buy at the store are also utilized by industries; product manufacturers have prepared MSDSs for these substances as well.  If you would like to know more about a chemical substance found in your home, just contact the customer service number on the back of the container and request that a MSDS be sent to you.

USE
Always remember:  “A chemical can’t hurt you if it can’t get to you!”   Always read the manufacturer’s instructions on the use of the chemical then wear appropriate personal protective equipment (i.e. gloves, safety goggles, etc…) to prevent access to your body.

STORAGE
The 3 main rules for storing chemicals in the home are:

1. Never Stockpile.  Many chemical substances are corrosive, flammable, or oxidizing.  Approximately 30 years ago, a fire that occurred in a home would take approximately 20 minutes to fully engulf the structure.  Today that time has been reduced down to 3 - 8 minutes.  This increased consumption rate is due to the number of chemicals used in treating walls, furniture and other building materials as well as the trend in chemical stockpiling that goes on unchecked in American households.

2. Separate Incompatibles.  Many substances purchased over-the-counter are highly reactive with one another.  By learning more about the chemical properties of the substances you own,  you can easily reduce the chances of accidental mixing by separating chemical substances into compatible groups that are stored away from one another.

3. Store in Original Containers.  Many tragic mishaps have occurred because someone transferred a chemical substance from its manufacturer’s container into a food jar, milk jug, or soda pop bottle then forgot about it.  Always store chemicals in their original container.

DISPOSAL
When disposing of a chemical waste, ensure that you are doing so according the manufacturer’s recommendations.  Garbage cans do contain a wide mix of materials that just may be highly reactive with that old can of thinner you’ve finally decided to throw away.  Without knowing it, you may have brought both wastes products together in an enclosed space where exothermic reactions may cause the contents to ignite.

WHEN CHEMICAL ACCIDENTS IMPACT PEOPLE
If exposure or accidental ingestion of a chemical substance occurs, never rely on the First Aid information written on the packaging. Immediately contact Poison Control at 
“1-800-POISON1.”  These folks will have the latest information required for immediate response and will instruct you as to the best means for receiving follow-up treatment (if required).  Always keep a small bottle of Syrup of Ipecac handy in the event that Poison Control personnel instruct you to induce vomiting.

Summary
Although chemical substances contribute to the high quality of life we enjoy today, they can also be a source of injury and damage if handled carelessly.  Take the time to review what you have in storage, then develop ways to reduce and eliminate the opportunity for the harmful aspects of chemical substances from reaching you.
For More Information

To learn more about Austin’s Hazardous Household Waste Program look up their website at: http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/sws/hhw.htm
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