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“Critters” 
Background
Central Texas, like all parts of our Country, has its own unique set of “critters” that call our area home.  Some of these occupants need to be both respected as well as avoided whenever possible.  The following is an overview of critters you most likely may encounter and the concerns which they present when “Nature Attacks!!!”

Guidelines
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Fire Ants:  Fire ants inject irritating venom that can cause anything from firm white welts to anaphylactic shock in sensitized individuals.  When a fire ant bites, it sends a signal to other ants causing the mound to enter into a stinging frenzy.  If you are stung, watch for allergic reactions.  Fire ant mounds have a tendency to move from yard to yard.  To effectively control the migration and spread of fire ants, coordinate the treatment of yards with your surrounding neighbors. 
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Killer Bees:  Killer Bees (Africanized Honey Bees) have been making their way north for quite some time.  Originating from Africa, these bees aggressively attack people and animals that stray into their territory often causing serious injury or death.  Dark colors, loud noises, and unusual odors (i.e. freshly cut grass, perfumes, etc…) have been shown to cause this strain of bee to swarm.  Once a colony is disturbed, it can remain agitated for up to 24 hours and will attack “intruders” up to ¼ mile from the hive.  Killer bees will tend to go for the face or head.  If you are attacked, cover up your head/face and run.  Do not seek protection by jumping into water - bees will wait for you to come up for air!!!! If stung, attempt to remove the stingers by taking a credit card and scraping across the skin.
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Wasps
 Most wasps encountered in our area are either “mud-daubers” or paper wasps.  Yellow jackets, unlike other wasps, generally build their nests under ground.  Wasps are different than bees in that they can sting you more than once. Wasps and their nests are best treated and eliminated in the evening.  If you are stung, treat the wound in the same way you would for a bee sting and watch for any allergic reactions.
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Arachnids:  Scorpions and Spiders are another set of pests that we must be aware of in our area.
Scorpions:  Scorpions generally found in Texas are not poisonous.  Their stings can be extremely painful though.  Beds, shoes, and laundry piles are just some of the scorpion’s favorite places to hang out.
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Spiders:  The two most dangerous spiders in existence live here in Central Texas:  The Black Widow and the Brown Recluse.  Venom from a Black Widow attacks the central nervous system, and may cause muscle rigidity and difficulty breathing within a 24 hour period.  Although Black Widow bites are seldom fatal, if any of the symptoms described above develop, seek medical attention immediately.  The bite from a Brown Recluse (Fiddler) spider will cause a severe ulcer to develop, which will not heal on its own and may become gangrenous.  A bite from this spider should always be considered a medical emergency.  Brown Recluse spiders seek cool shaded areas.  Indoors, they are often found mingled with clothing.  Always shake out clothing prior to wearing it, and never leave clothing on the ground for extended periods of time.
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Snakes:  There are 4 different poisonous snakes indigenous to our area:  the Rattlesnake, the Water Moccasin, the Copperhead, and the Coral Snake.  If someone is bitten by any of these snakes, immediately call 911, lay the victim down and clean the wound with soap and water, and try to identify the snake if it is safe to do so.  The venom from these snakes will destroy tissue and cause bleeding (inhibits the body’s ability to clot blood) or will attack the central nervous system. DO NOT attempt to cut the wound and suck the venom out!!!
Summary
Take the time to learn about the “critters” which inhabit your particular locale.  Employing the principles of distance, respect, and control will help everyone avoid the unnecessary pain and nuisance when humans and “critters” interact.
For More Information

If bitten or stung, contact the Poison hotline at: 1-800-POISON-1
