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- These goals can't be realized unless we all
Letter frOm SNA PreSIdent come together as neighbors to share ideas, envision
what we want our neighborhood to be, and work to
JOSh Maxwe" make it happen. Please join me and all of your
neighbors in taking an active role in determining the
Hello Neighbors! future of the place we all call home. It's going to be a
really great year in Southwood.

At the last Southwood Neighborhood Associa- Josh Maxwell
tion meeting | was lucky enough to be elected presi- Lansing Dr.
dent again for a second year. I'm very excited about
this upcoming year and | wanted to share with all of

you what some of my goals are. I

The most important thing | think we can do is
increase patrticipation in the neighborhood associa-
tion. | want to make sure everyone is aware that par-
ticipation doesn't have to mean sitting in a meeting
somewhere on a week night. Whether it's helping E Y
landscape the park, pounding the pavement to get the == =
word out, contributing to the list-serve, or emailing our
elected officials to let them know how you feel, there
is an opportunity for everyone to contribute. Our
neighborhood is filled with passionate people with a
broad range of skills and interests and the SNA has
opportunities for everyone to help out. If you'd like to
be more involved but have concerns about how much
time you can contribute, your access to transportation, |
or anything else, | urge you to still contact the SNA
officers (southwoodofficers@gmail.com) and let us
know what your ideas interests are. I'm confident
there will be lots of interesting and fun chances for
you to participate in your neighborhood.

| would also like to make the activities of SNA
more publicized to the greater Austin area. We're a
large neighborhood in a part of town that's rapidly be-
coming more visible and I'd like to make sure that
other Austin neighborhoods, community organiza-
tions, as well as the Austin City Council are aware of
the great things we're doing as a neighborhood.

Josh waell, SNA President, pictured left
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7 ‘Jis the Season ta Give

Local charities and Information on Donating

QN Jennifer Thomas, Southwood Neighbor

Capital Area Food Bank

Mission: To nourish hungry people and to lead the
community in ending hunger.

Food donations can be made 8-5 p.m., or leave in
boxes on dock outside of those hours.
http://www.austinfoodbank.org/

8201 S. Congress Avenue Austin, TX 78745
Phone: 512-282-2111

Coats for Kids

Mission: Collect and distribute warm winter coats to
eligible children and teenagers to ensure that the
children of Central Texas stay warm.

Coat donations will be accepted through Wednes-
day, December 7, 2011

http://www.jlaustin.org/ to find donation locations or
to donate money online

Phone: 512-467-8982 ext. 294

Email: cfkcoatdrive@jlaustin.org

Foundation Communities

Service: Provides service-enriched, high-quality afford-
able housing that enables families and individuals with
low incomes to permanently improve their educational
and economic standing.
http://www.foundcom.org/get-involved/donate/
Foundation Communities

3036 S. 1st Street, Suite 200 Austin, TX 78704

Phone: 512-447-2026

Front Steps

Working to End Homelessness in Austin

Mission: Provide a pathway to hope through shelter,
affordable housing and community education.
http://www.frontsteps.org/

500 East 7th St. Austin, TX 78768

Phone: 512-305-4100

E-mail: info@frontsteps.org

Custom Remodeling
& Handy Man Service

30+ Years Experience

Ray Withers
(512) 970-4104

Kyle Withers
(512) 550-0683

5018 Lansing Drive
Austin, Texas 78745
RayWithers1@aol.com

ONOVAN
INSPECTIONS

Over 30 years of experience in home construction

Tom Donovan
Professional Home Inspector

TREC# 10256  www.donovaninspections.com (5|2) 447-1835

:********************************:

Special Thanks to our SNA
Supporters:

Rick’s Refills

Barton Hills Nursery
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Calendar

what & é%ﬁe/(//y e and around Southwo
Octotier 2011

October 1 - Austin Teen Book Festival, Palmer Events
Center (austinlibrary.org)

October 4 - HAAM Benefit Day
(healthallianceforaustinmusicians.org)

October 6 - College and Career Expo for High School
Students, Palmer Events Center (skillpointalliance.org)
October 20-27 - Austin Film Festival
(austinfilmfestival.org)

October 22-23 - Texas Book Festival, State Capitol Meet-
ing (texasbookfestival.org)
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of Events

October 29 - Park Work Day,

October 30 - Goblins in the Garden, Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center (wildflower.org)

November 2011

November 5-6 - Austin Celtic Festival, Fiesta Gardens
(austincelticfestival.org)

November 10 - Southwood Neighborhood Association
Meeting - ACC Campus

November 13 - Austin Race for the Cure, Downtown
(komenaustin.org)

November 23-35 - AISD Closed for Thanksgiving

November 26 - Chuy's Children Giving to Children Parade,
Downtown (chuysparade.org)

Decembier 2011

TBD - Zilker Tree Lighting (usually around the 5th)
(ci.austin.tx.us)

December 2 - Last Day Classes for UT Fall Semester
December 3-4 - UT Fall Graduation Ceremonies
December 8 - Hanukkah begins at sundown

December 10 - Austin Coats for Kids, Palmer Events
Center (jlaustin.org)

December 12 - Last Day Classes for ACC Fall Semester
December 14-24 - 36th Annual Armadillo Christmas
Bazaar, Palmer Events Center (armadillobazaar.com)
December 21-31 - AISD Closed for Winter Break

December 25 - Christmas, all area churches have pro-
grams as well as Christmas eve programs

*General SNA meetings fall on the second Thursday of odd-
numbered months. If you’d like to include an event for the
neighborhood on this calendar in a future issue, please email
SouthwoodOfficers@gmail.com.
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Short Term Rentals (STR) in

Southwood

By Helen Rockenbaugh, 1% Vice President of SNA

At the May 12 Southwood Neighborhood Meeting a resolution
was adopted:

e  “Southwood Neighborhood Association does not support non-owner
occupied STR/VRBO within our neighborhood.” Or

e  “Southwood Neighborhood Association supports the restriction of
STR/VRBO within our neighborhood to owner occupied resi-
dences.”

Yet at City Hall, the STR issue continues to simmer. | partici-
pated in the work group with a subcommittee of Codes and Ordinances.
Mandy Dealey, Saundra Kirk and Danette Chimenti attempted to bring a
consensus between two diametrically opposed groups. One side was
neighborhood folks and people unfortunate enough to find themselves
living in close proximity to one of these mini hotels. The other side was
owners, real estate folks and lawyers from Homeaway. Unfortunately
most of the 20 hours or so of meetings was spent on crowd control. Nei-
ther side felt like they were fully heard. In spite of a valiant effort the
outcome was questionable. The result was a recommendation by the
subcommittee which will be presented to the Planning Commission at
some point. At this time city legal and staff have the task of attempting to
write some sort of recommendation.

Austin's Land Development Code stipulates that residential
properties be “non-transient” in nature. Fortunately, in a common-sense
interpretation this summer, the Board of Adjustment said short-term
rentals of less than 10 consecutive days in residential neighborhoods do
violate the city zoning code. But the City has taken a “let's-study-the-
issue-before-we-rewrite-or-enforce-existing-codes” approach. This could
take years.

Meanwhile, the number of STRs in Austin soars. STRs in the
Zilker neighborhood doubled between June and August of this year,
from 30 to 60.

In the past two weeks, the work group, which is made up of
members from all over the city, has met with all of the City Council mem-
bers except the Mayor. We have also met with the two new Planning
Commission members, Donna Tiemann and Jean Stevens. The Austin
Neighborhood Council is working on a resolution. The East Cesar
Chavez representatives just sent theirs to the Planning Commission.
Zilker and Allandale neighborhood representatives are updating their
resolutions. Our group has talked to other neighborhood groups and the
Hotel Association.

When it comes time for the public hearings for the Planning
Commission and the City Council | will post on the SouthwoodNeighbors
Yahoo list serve. | will also continue to ask for phone calls or letters to
be sent. Kathie Tovo and Laura Morrison told us that the owners group
is emailing them quite frequently. If you have any questions on this is-
sue, please ask. | will be glad to answer as best as | can.

We are not opposed to homeowners that reside on their prop-
erties renting occasionally. We are opposed to commercial enterprises
operating in a residential neighborhood. We have asked for a morato-
rium until the City gets some recommendation in place.

ACC is the Smart Choice

Whether you want to train for a new career, learn a new skill,
or earn a college degree, explore your options at ACC!

7(AUSTIN
C.,.,,. GE

Start Here. Get There.

Apply at austincc.edu
or call (512)223.4ACC

New and Used Paperback Books

The Book Exchange

5316 Manchaca Road
Austin, Texas 78745

10 — 6 Monday — Friday

(512) 441-6070 10 — 5 Saturday

Mon- Fri 10-8
Sat 10-7 ¢ Sun 12-6

The Dickies Source
Southwood Center

Since 1988

'ii'r
HES

1701 W. Ben White (512) 444.6016
Suite # 160 (800) 499.6016
Austin, Texas 78704 www.workclothesandmore.com
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Neighbor Spotlight:x’

Martha on Richmond

How long have you lived in Southwood?
| have lived in Southwood for 40 years, since 1971.

22626 26 26 2 2 2 2 2 2 %

* What do you like best about Southwood?

% | love the friendliness and neighborliness that | experi-

* ence. When | enter the neighborhood | always roll down
my car windows so I'll be ready to wave and talk to

s Neighbors that | know. | also love all that we do in the

% neighborhood - the dog walking, jogging and just being

% out and about amongst each other. Additionally, | like

ind that we are close to many schools and close to an ACC

S Campus now.

*

% What is your best tip for being a good neighbor?

* | would ask that people try and not judge each other. We
just don't know all that is going on in each others' lives

% and what situation someone might be in.

*

* What one thing about Southwood would you like to see
% improved?

* I'd like to see more sidewalks and handicap access to alll
* sidewalks.

1.2.8.0.2.0.2.0.9.2.0.0.0.0.9.0.9.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.9.0.0 1

National Night Out

By Missy Bledsoe, 2nd Vice President of SNA

)1»)1')1»**)1»)1>)1»)1')1»*)1»************************

Howdy Southwood Neighbors!

Coming to a street near you: National Night
Out 2011! This is the 28™ Nationwide Annual NNO.
Nationwide, the event is held in August, but a few
years ago, the date was changed to October for those
ofusinTexas—can’'magi ne why
on October 4.
cial application in to the City to receive bags contain-
ing crime prevention information, posters, party invita-
tions and items for use at your party. However, you
can still have a get-together!

We invite you to turn on your porch lights,
(lock your doors!) and spend October 4 outside with
your neighbors. I t 'neeetfolksg r
you have been intending to meet and re-acquaint
yourself with those you
times, various city staff members come out and make
appearances. We’'ve had fi
Southwest Regional Command representative come
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* *In addition to full-band projects, we specialize in
~ production efforts for singer-songwriters who  /
/ need some really cool tracks --
/ drums/guitarsihassikeys /
4 /
- *We have easy-going Engineers/Producers, a
~ relaxed atmosphere, pro gear, and a great vibe
f www.wonderlandstudios.info /
myspace.com/wonderlandstudiosaustin
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12-444-8030

by for visits. This evening is a great opportunity for
citizens and law enforcement to partner up against
crime. We are encouraging everyone to come meet
your neighbors and commit to help law enforcement
reduce crime in your community.

One of the easiest ways to get together is by
street or block. For the past several years, those of
us on Forestglade Drive get together for a potluck in
someone’'s front yard and
one of the presidential debates, everyone was still
we jus j ed thg TV out into the yard and

dsaoqe deg)ate o%tsbde'l ate to get
So, why not organize a watch for your block?
I't's as simple as |l eaving
home inviting them to come on out and meet every-
one. (Don’t putiti'ts iinl Itehgea lm
tape it on the door.)
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Williamson Creek Greenbelt Central

by Dawn Leach, Treasurer of SNA

Williamson Creek Greenbelt Central is lo-
cated at 5120 South 1% Street. It is part of the lar-

ger Williamson Creek Greenbelt that includes 252

acres that snake through South Austin along Wil-
liamson Creek . The Southwood Neighborhood As-
sociation ( NA)
with Austin Parks and Recreation Department in
2005. Since then the Southwood NA — with the
support of Keep Austin Beautiful, Austin Parks
Foundation, neighbors, school organizations,
community volunteers, and local businesses —
has sponsored work days to clean the greenbelt,
plant trees, establish butterfly gardens, and rein-
state riparian vegetation along the creek bed. A
fund has been established at the Austin Parks
Foundation for tax exempt donations, which help
serve as a match for future grant projects. Go to
http://www.austinparks.org/member.html if you
are looking for a worthy cause to make your end of
year donations for 2011. Volunteer hours also
count -kaisnd”i nmat c h.

Charles Rockenbaugh and Tom Donovan
currently chair the Williamson Creek Greenbelt

of fici al

Central Committee. At its August meeting, the
committee decided that a fall work day in late
October or early November would focus on
weeding and re-mulching the butterfly and wel-
come gardens, cleaning the creek in the imme-

|digte park arqp?ir}vqasiaenplar}t q{e@rin%a\nde.pg_sﬁ bel

sibly planting a larger native tree nearthe picnic
table. A major priority for the committee is ex-
ploring grants to install a water tap so volun-
teers do not have to rely on neighbors to keep
plants watered during drought years.. South
Congress Neighborhood Planning Contact
Team has also expressed interest in working
collaboratively on park projects since the green-
belt winds east through its area.

Want to get involved and learn more
about one of the

Come to our fall work day, attend our next com-
mittee meeting (watch the YahooNeighbors Ya-
hoo listserv for dates), or volunteer to help write
a grant. Turning a NEIGHBORHOOD into a
COMMUNITY takes many hands. Contact the
park committee by sending an e-mail to south-

G AN v
o 22 sy AN 7 \

Photos of Williamson Creek Greenbelt Central by Tom Donovan
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http://mappery.com/map-of/Central-Williams-Creek-Greenbelt-Map
http://mappery.com/map-of/Central-Williams-Creek-Greenbelt-Map
http://www.austinparks.org/member.

Fire Safety

Tips from Austin Fire Department
By Joan Owens, Secretary of SNA

Until our presentation from the Austin Fire
Department (AFD) at our September Neighborhood
meeting, | did not realize that my home and many of
the others in our Southwood Neighborhood are con-
sidered to be in the
Creek Green Belt. The Ember Area is defined as:

“ EmboedincHes ea” of

Remove combustible material and vegetation from

around and under decks

Remove or prune vegetation near windows

Remove “ 1 add derelvegetatiorstiatal- | o w
lows the fire to spread)

Recommendations for Zone Two, which extends

30 to 100 feet from our home and structures, are:
Remove “l adder fuel s”

Cut or mow annual grass down to a maximum height
the Wi lliamson

Trim tree canopies regularly to keep their branches a

“A home within one mile
Ember Zone. Wind-driven embers can attack your
home. "

Ondinimaim of ®0tfdetifrém oth@rfre®t 1s i n t he

| learned, during their presentation, that roofs
and gutters are our homes’
This is the primary area where embers can land. ltis
extremely important to keep our gutters cleaned of
debris.

To protect our homes and neighborhood
from fires started by flying embers, it was recom-
mended that we create a buffer zone around our
homes. They identified two zones that we should
consider. Zone One extends 30 feet out from our
homes, decks, and other structures on our property.

For your reference, | have added the link
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/fire/downloads/
readysetgo. pdf for the
our Sout hwoodNeighbors
tion. At this link you will be able to download a valu-
able resource for your fire safety planning with great
suggestions, checklists and emergency planning
guidelines. It is a pdf copy of the pamphlet that was
given out at our meeting.

‘Re a

Recommendations for Zone One are: Yaho

Remove all dead or dying vegetation

Trim Tree canopies regularly

Remove leaf litter from yard, roof and rain gutters
Relocate wood piles or other combustible material
into Zone Two

Neighborhood Business Spotlight
Strange Brew

by Julie Maxwell, Chair of Southwood Scene

When | moved into the Southwood neighborhood four
years ago, | was panicked t
nearby. Sure, there was Starbucks. But | craved somewhere
to grab a cup of locally roasted coffee and a quick breakfast.
Maybe free Wi-Fi as well and a place to meet friends. Then
Strange Brew opened and my coffee dreams came true.

thin v

house wi
open 24 hours and serves organic fair trade espresso and coffee from Third Coast Coffee. Strange

Strange Brew is a |l ocal <coffee
Brew also boasts a wide selection of |l ocal delic
Star bagels. They offer free Wi-Fi access with plenty of AC plugs for your laptop. Strange Brew also
supports the creative community and has a rotating exhibition of local art. They do not charge a fee

or commission for the featured artists.

Stop by Strange Brew on your way to work or after hitting up the bars for your much needed
cup of joe. You'll fall in |l ove with the great c
located in the Crockett Center just north of Stassney Lane at 5326 Manchaca.

|
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PURPOSE AND MISSION OF THE SOUTHWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION

The purpose of Southwood Neighborhood Association is to seek
to preserve and improve the quality of life in the neighborhood and
to provide support in all matters of neighborhood concern. The
Mission Statement of the Southwood Neighborhood Association is
to promote a sense of community, and to encourage active
participation and pride in our neighborhood.

ABOUT SOUTHWOOD SCENE

Southwood Scene is an online newsletter for the Southwood
Neighborhood Association. Copies are printed by neighbors and
passed out at the Southwood Neighborhood Association meet-
ings. For those neighbors without internet access, we encourage
you to print a copy of the newsletter and take it to them. We
welcome everyone to contribute to the newsletter. To find out
about the next Southwood Scene meeting, please email
SouthwoodOfficers@gmail.com.

SouTHWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2011-2012

Josh Maxwell — President

Helen Rockenbaugh — First Vice President

Missy Bledsoe— Second Vice President

Dawn Leach — Treasurer

Joan Owens — Secretary

Park Beautification Chair: Nicole Sanford

Newsletter Chair: Julie Maxwell

Southwood Parents Network Chair: Jennifer Thomas
Cap Metro Committee Chair: David Foster

CONTACT Us!
SouthwoodOfficers@gmail.com
http://www.main.org/southwood

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SouthwoodNeighbors/
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